Norco Economic Development Foundation

Guidelines for Grant Applicants

Purpose

The Norco Economic Development Foundation (NCEDF) was formed as a result of a five million dollar gift to the Norco community by Shell and Motiva.  Its purpose is to maintain a community-based organization that supports the future community/economic development needs of Norco and St. Charles Parish.
Mission
To address social and economic issues at the local level in a manner that increases the capacity of the community.  The Foundation provides leadership and vision in identifying community needs and in creating sustainable solutions to meet those needs.  

Priorities
The Fund will only consider support for programs that serve the Norco community and its residents. The following types of funding will be considered based on the following priorities:
· Priority One – Small Business Retention/New Job Creation: Assistance will be given for loans, grants, micro-loans, entrepreneurship training, and technical assistance.
· Priority Two –Career Development/Training: Targets needed education programs that strengthen the local workforce.

· Priority Three - Quality of Life (i.e., Health, Land Use, Infrastructure, Senior Citizens): The community of Norco and its families face a changing assortment of conditions and circumstances, both economic and social.  Norco has seen many individuals move away and businesses close or downsize, leaving gaps in the community’s physical infrastructure. This has made it all the more important to pay particular attention to the ways in which abandoned or vacant properties are used, to the community’s health needs and to the welfare of its senior citizens, many of whom are life-long residents.    
· Priority Four – Youth Opportunity (i.e., Youth Participation/Youth Job Related Activities): Youth community involvement, youth-adult partnerships, youth leadership and youth empowerment activities all beneficially conspire to make young people participants in the life of our community rather than merely spectators or recipients of services.  
· Priority Five – River Parishes, Regional and State Partnerships: “Thinking regionally will not be an option in the future; it will be a matter of survival.” (North Carolina Rural Economic Development Center).  While members of the Norco community have an understandable interest in bettering their immediate environs, one cannot escape the fact that many key economic development issues require action beyond the boundaries of Norco.  We should not forget that Norco’s plants and other businesses draw workers and suppliers from multiple parishes in our region.  
Proposal
Organizations applying for grants should complete the attached Grant Proposal Summary

sheet and provide the following:

 A detailed project budget and budget narrative.

 A one page description of the project to be funded, including strategies, measurable

objectives and a timetable.

 A copy of their 501(c)(3) status letter, or a copy of their fiscal agent’s 501(c)(3)

status letter.

 A copy of their board list.

 A copy of their most recent audited financial statements if available, or if not available, a

copy of their most recent IRS form 990 or 990EZ if their organization is required to

file such a form.

The review committee would strongly prefer that applications be submitted via email to: marco@gnof.org.  Applications must be typed and no faxed applications will be accepted.  
Applicants unable to email their applications should submit one original of their completed proposal (including supporting material) to:
The Norco Economic Development Foundation
c/o The Greater New Orleans Foundation

Attn: Marco Cocito-Monoc

1055 St. Charles Avenue, Suite 100

New Orleans, Louisiana 70130

Please DO NOT staple or bind the application.
Grantmaking Schedule

Grant requests should be emailed or postmarked no later than 5:00 p.m. on July 30th . If the deadline falls on a weekend or holiday, requests must be postmarked on the weekday immediately following that weekend or holiday. The deadline and notification dates are:

Deadline Date:
July 30th, 2010
Notification Date:
September, 2010
Reporting Requirements

If a grant is awarded, the funded organization will be asked to submit both fiscal accounting and narrative reports on the use of its grant and the impact that the grant may have had on the community it serves. Reporting guidelines will be established in the letter of award.
